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War in World Politics 
Spring 2019 Semester 
TuTh, 10:35 – 11:50 

Thomas 118 
 
 
 
Instructor Information: 
Roseanne McManus 
211 Pond Lab 
Roseanne.McManus@psu.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesday 2-4pm and by appointment 
 
Course Overview 
 
This course will introduce students to the causes of and potential solutions to international 
conflicts.  It will address traditional wars between nation-states as well as civil wars and 
asymmetric conflicts.  The first portion of the course will deal with the causes of conventional 
warfare.  The second portion will cover terrorism and asymmetric conflicts.  The third portion 
will cover conflict resolution.  In all portions of the course, theories about war will be 
interspersed with examples from current events and modern history.   
 
Each class meeting will consist of approximately 2/3 lecture and 1/3 discussion, although this 
balance will vary slightly by topic. I will typically present theories and background information 
in lecture format, and we will use discussion format to analyze the assigned readings and lecture 
material. In addition, I will often pose questions to the class while lecturing, and I highly 
encourage you to raise your hand with any questions while I am lecturing.  Active participation 
in discussion is important for the success of the class. In order to be able to make useful 
contributions to discussion, you should do the required reading before class. 
 
Objectives 
 
• Understand the causes of various types of international conflict. 
• Compare the merits of various means of preventing or resolving international conflict. 
• Analyze the causes of and solutions to prominent international conflicts. 
• Debate the merits of arguments expressed in academic and policy articles. 
• Write a research paper that empirically tests a hypothesis derived from theories covered in 

class. 
 
  



COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
Course Grade Breakdown 
 

Grade Component % of 
Grade 

Date/Deadline 

Class participation  20 Every class 
Midterm Exam 22 February 28, in class 
Final Exam 25 TBD 
Research Paper Outline Form 2 February 21, in class 
Draft Research Paper ungraded April 9, 5pm, by email 
Final Research Paper 28 April 25, 5pm, via TurnItIn 
World in Conversation 3 TBD 

Class Participation and Attendance 

For each class meeting, you will receive a participation score between 0 and 10. Students who 
make frequent and/or high-quality contributions to discussion will earn 9.5-10 points, students 
who make at least some contribution to discussion will earn 9 points, and students who are 
present but silent will earn 8 points. One or more points will be deducted from the score of 
students who come in late, leave early, step out during class, have side conversations, look at 
cellphones, or engage in other disrespectful behavior.  

You will generally receive a participation score of 0 for an absence. However, I will drop your 
lowest four participation scores. This means that you can have up to four absences without 
penalty. These absences can be used for illness, travel, or any other reason without consulting 
me. It is only necessary to inform me of the reason for absences if you experience such a severe 
illness or personal crisis that you need to miss more than four classes. In this situation, I will 
determine the validity of your reason for missing class at my own discretion and will typically 
require documentation.  
 
Exams 
 
The exams will cover the lectures, readings, and class discussions. Each exam will include 
multiple choice, identification, and short answer questions. I will release an exam study guide 
two weeks before each exam is scheduled. A make-up exam will only be given if a student 
contacts me prior to the exam and provides a valid excuse with documentation.  Otherwise, you 
will receive a 0 if you miss an exam. 
 
Research Paper 
 
Your research paper should derive a hypothesis from theories covered in class and test it 
empirically. Examples of testable hypotheses might include: 

• Misperception and distrust increase the likelihood of war. 
• A reputation for honesty is important to deterrence success. 



• Alliances reduce the probability of war. 
• The military-industrial complex motivates countries to go to war. 
• Solving the commitment problem is a necessary condition for ending civil wars. 
• International peacekeeping increases the chance of enduring peace after a conflict ends. 

 
I expect most students to test their hypothesis with a historical case study, in which you present 
evidence about whether the hypothesis finds support in a particular country or situation. 
Typically, your case study would be a particular war, international crisis, or period of 
international tensions. For those who have taken PLSC 309, another option is to test your 
hypothesis with quantitative data. 
 
Research papers should be will be graded on evidence of understanding theories from class, 
quality of empirical evidence, strength of argumentation, and writing style. More detailed 
instructions for the research paper and a grading rubric will be posted on Canvas. 
 
Research Paper Outline 
 
You must fill out all portions of the research paper outline form posted on Canvas and submit it 
to me in class on February 21. Late or incomplete outlines will received partial credit (0.5 – 1.5 
out of 2 possible points). 
 
Research Paper Draft 
 
If you would like feedback on your research paper prior to the deadline, you must email it to me 
by April 9. You may send it earlier. The nature of the feedback that you receive will be general. 
For example, if there are grammar problems, I will not correct your grammar, but rather say that 
your grammar needs work. Your draft will not be graded. 
 
If you miss the deadline for submitting a draft, I will not be able to look at your entire research 
paper, but I am willing to review an outline or excerpt up to 250 words long with 24 hours’ 
notice. I am also happy to talk with you in person about how to structure your argument, where 
to find evidence, or any other questions you may have. 
 
World in Conversation 

World in Conversation (WinC) is a Center for Public Diplomacy that facilitates dialogues for 
Penn State students by Penn State students. These dialogues are meant to initiate collaborative 
critical thinking on topics that are relevant, complex and often contentious. No one will tell you 
what you should think; instead they will ask you to express what you actually think. 

You will have the opportunity to participate in a facilitated dialogue with students in a different 
country as a part of this class. Each session is 95 minutes in duration and will occur outside of 
your regular class meeting times (most likely early in the morning given the fact that you will be 
speaking with individuals in different time zones). WinC will provide coffee, tea and granola 
bars for early morning sessions. 



One week before the sessions for this class begin, you will receive an email explaining how to 
register. This email will be sent to your PSU account. In order to receive credit, your attendance 
will be recorded. But keep in mind: You will not be able to attend the program (or receive credit) 
if you are more than 5 minutes late. 

WinC participation is worth 3% toward your grade in this class. Any questions about WinC 
should be directed to the WinC staff: 814-865-5692 or help@worldinconversation.org. Answers 
to frequently asked questions are available at http://worldinconversation.org/faq/.  

 
COURSE AND UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 
Changes to the Syllabus 
 
Any changes to this syllabus will be announced in class and via email. 
 
Required Materials 
 
Most course readings will be posted on Canvas.  
 
We will also be reading three chapters from the online textbook Understanding War and Peace, 
edited by Dan Reiter. When it is time to read these chapters (as indicated in the course outline 
below), go to https://www.understandingwarandpeace.com/, and click on the “BUY NOW” link 
next to the name of the required chapter. This will take you to Amazon.com, where you can 
purchase the chapter for $2.99 as a Kindle ebook. 
 
Contacting Me 
 
I generally allot time to respond to student emails at the beginning (around 9am) of each business 
day (Monday-Friday). Do not wait until the last minute to ask a question. If your question 
requires a response more than a few sentences long, it would be better to ask me after class, 
come to my office hours, or make an appointment. I will not discuss grades via email. 
 
Notes 
 
You should take notes during class in preparation for the exams. If you are absent from class for 
any reason, regardless of how legitimate, it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate. I 
will not provide notes or an extended summary of what was covered. 
 
Electronics in the Classroom 
 
There should be no reason to have your cellphone out during class. Taking photos during class is 
prohibited. Research shows that most people learn better when taking notes by hand, but you 
may use a laptop or tablet to take notes if desired. If you use a laptop, please sit on the right-hand 
side of the classroom (as you enter). This will create a laptop-free zone on the left-hand side for 
those who find laptop screens distracting. 

mailto:help@worldinconversation.org
http://worldinconversation.org/faq/
https://www.understandingwarandpeace.com/


 
Grading Scale 
 
I will use the following grading scale: 
A = 93 to 100 
A- = 90 to 92 
B+ = 87 to 89 
B = 83 to 86 
B- = 80 to 82 

C+ = 77 to 79 
C = 70 to 76 
D = 60 to 69 
F = 59 and below 

 
There will be no extra credit in this class. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Penn State defines academic integrity as “the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest 
and responsible manner” (Senate Policy 49-20). Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated 
in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating 
information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having 
unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work 
previously used without permission from the instructor, or tampering with the academic work 
of other students. Students facing allegations of academic misconduct should not drop the 
course; those who do will be added to the course again and will be expected to complete 
course work and meet course deadlines. If the allegations are dismissed, then the drop will be 
permitted. Students found responsible for academic misconduct often receive academic 
sanctions, which can be severe, and put themselves at risk for disciplinary sanctions assigned 
by the University's Office of Student Conduct (see Senate Policy G-9). 
 
To check for plagiarism, you will be required to submit your research paper to TurnItIn 
(class ID: 19945495, enrollment key: McManus2019S). To avoid plagiarizing, you must 
do all of the following each time you incorporate someone else’s arguments or any 
information that is not common knowledge into your paper: 
 
1. Either use quotation marks around the author’s words or rephrase completely in your own 

words. 
2. Include an in-text citation. 
3. Have an entry in your References section at the end that matches the citation. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
 
I am happy to make reasonable accommodations for disabilities. If you require this, please 
provide me with a letter from Student Disability Resources within the first two weeks of 
class. 
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Counseling 
 
Many students at Penn State face personal challenges or have psychological needs that may 
interfere with their academic progress, social development, or emotional well-being. The 
university offers a variety of confidential services to help you through difficult times, 
including individual and group counseling, crisis intervention, consultations, online chats, 
and mental health screenings. Here is some contact information: 

• Counseling and Psychological Services at University Park(CAPS): 814-863-0395 or 
http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling/  

• Penn State Crisis Line (24 hours/7 days/week): 877-229-6400 
• Crisis Text Line (24 hours/7 days/week): Text LIONS to 741741 

 
Educational Equity and Reporting Bias Incidents 
 
Penn State takes great pride to foster a diverse and inclusive environment for students, 
faculty, and staff. Consistent with University Policy AD29, students who believe they have 
experienced or observed a hate crime, an act of intolerance, discrimination, or harassment 
that occurs at Penn State are urged to report these incidents as outlined on the University’s 
Report Bias webpage (http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias/).  
 
Extended Absences 
 
If extreme circumstances arise requiring extended absences, I recommend working with me 
directly to determine how you can make up missed work. If your situation rises to a level of 
difficulty that you cannot manage on your own with faculty support, reach out to the Student 
Care & Advocacy office by phone at (814-863-2020) or email them at 
StudentCare@psu.edu.  

 

 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Jan 8 Course Overview, What Is a War? 
 
PART 1: THE CAUSES OF WAR 
 
Jan 10 Anarchy and the Security Dilemma 

• Waltz, Kenneth N.  1988. “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory.”  
Journal of Interdisciplinary History 18(4):615-628. 

 
Jan 15 Misperception and Distrust 

• Jervis, Robert. 1976. Perception and Misperception in International Politics. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. Chapter 3, pages 58-83 only. 

 
 

http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling/
http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias/
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Jan 17 World War I and Whether War Can Happen by Accident 
• Kydd, Andrew. 1997. “Sheep in Sheep’s Clothing: Why Security Seekers Do 

Not fight Each Other.” Security Studies 7(1):114-155. 
• Optional reading: Lieber, Keir A. 2007. “The New History of World War I 

and What It Means for International Relations Theory.” International Security     
32(2):155–191. 

  
Jan 22 Deterrence and World War II 

• Press, Daryl. 2005. “The Credibility of Power: Assessing Threats during the 
‘Appeasement’ Crises of the 1930s.” International Security 29(3):136–169. 

 
Jan 24 Deterrence and the Cold War 

• Mueller, John. 1988. “The Essential Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons: Stability in the 
Postwar World.” International Security 13 (2):55-79.  

 
Jan 29 Signaling Intentions and US-China Relations 

• Excerpt from McManus, Roseanne W. 2017. Statements of Resolve: Achieving 
Coercive Credibility in International Conflict. New York: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 

Jan 31 Alliances – A Force for Peace or War? 
• Levy, Jack S. 1981. “Alliance Formation and War Behavior: An Analysis of 

the Great Powers, 1495-1975.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 25(4):581-613. 
 

Feb 5 Domestic Politics and War 
• Doyle, Michael.  1983.  “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs, Part I.”  

Philosophy and Public Affairs 12(3):205-235. 
 
Feb 7 Overview of Research Design Principles and Paper Assignment 

• Read the paper instructions and grading criteria posted on Canvas. 
 
Feb 12 The Vietnam and Iraq Wars 

• Pillar, Paul R.  2006.  “Intelligence, Policy, and the War in Iraq.”  Foreign 
Affairs 85(2):15-27. 

 
Feb 14 Game Theory and the Bargaining Model of War 

• Understanding War Online Textbook, Chapter 1: Bargaining and War. 
Sections 1-4 (What Do States Fight Over? – Why States Fight #3: Issue 
Indivisibility)  

 
Feb 19 Bargaining Model of War Continued 

• Understanding War Online Textbook, Chapter 1: Bargaining and War. 
Section 7 (Possible Critiques) 

 
Feb 21 US-North Korea Tensions 

• Reading to be determined based on current events 
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Feb 26 Statistical Analysis of the Causes of War 

• Bremer, Stuart A. 1992. “Dangerous Dyads: Conditions Affecting the 
Likelihood of Interstate War, 1816-1965.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 
36(2):309-341. 

 
Feb 28 Midterm Exam 
  
 
PART 2: TERRORISM AND ASSYMETRIC CONFLICT 

 
Mar 12 Civil War 

• Understanding War Online Textbook, Chapter 8: Civil Conflict. Sections 1-3 
(What Is a Civil War? – Conflict Dynamics in Civil Wars). 

 
Mar 14 Conflict in Syria and the Middle East 

• Understanding War Online Textbook, Chapter 8: Civil Conflict. Case Study 
of the Syrian Civil War. 

 
Mar 19 Terrorism 

• Kydd, Andrew and Barbara Walter. 2006. “Strategies of Terrorism. 
International Security 31(1):49-80. 

 
Mar 21 ISIS and Radical “Islamic” Terrorism  

• Reading to be determined based on current events.  
 
Mar 26 Cyber Warfare  

• Nye, Joseph F. Jr. 2017. “Deterrence and Dissuasion in Cyberspace.”  
International Security 41(3):44-71. 

 
Mar 28 US-Russia Tensions 

• Reading to be determined based on current events 
 
 
PART 3: CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

 
Apr 2 How Does War End? 

• Understanding War Online Textbook, Chapter 1: Bargaining and War. 
Section 6 (Bargaining and the Termination of Wars) 

• Understanding War Online Textbook, Chapter 8: Civil Conflict. Section 4 
(How Civil Wars End) 

 
Apr 4 Dividing up People and Places 

• Goddard, Stacie E. 2006. “Uncommon Ground: Indivisible Territory and the 
Politics of Legitimacy.” International Organization 60(1):35-68. 
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Apr 9 Conflict Resolution and the Fate of Leaders 

• Croco, Sarah E. 2011. “The Decider’s Dilemma: Leader Culpability, War 
Outcomes, and Domestic Punishment.” American Political Science Review 
105(3):457-477. 

 
Apr 11 Iraq and Afghanistan Wars 

• Reading to be determined based on current events 
 
Apr 16 Mediation and Peacekeeping 

• Understanding War, Chapter 7: Third Party Peacemaking and Peacekeeping. 
Sections 1-4 (Definitions – Dilemmas) 

 
Apr 18 Humanitarian Intervention 

• Kuperman, Alan J. 2008. “The Moral Hazard of Humanitarian Intervention: 
Lessons from the Balkans.” International Studies Quarterly 52(1):49-80. 

 
Apr 23 Careers in International Security 

• No reading 
 

Apr 25 Catch Up and Review 
• No reading 
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